
MEMBERSHIP FOR
2026

SPRING UPDATE

Sunday: Closed
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10am - 4pm
Wednesday: 10am - 4pm
Thursday:  10am - 4pm
Friday: 10am - 4pm
Saturday: 10am - 4pm

OPEN HOURS

MUSEUM NEWSLETTER

Make sure you renew your
memberships if you haven’t already!
Memberships help to stay updated
on what happens in the museum and
need to be renewed at the start of
each year if you wish to stay up to
date!

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
We will be having our AGM on May
26th, at 7:00pm at the museum.
Please feel free to stop by if you are
interested in hearing about the
previous year at the museum and
how we are planning to go forward
for 2026.

APRIL 2026

INTERESTED IN
VOLUNTEERING?
We are always welcoming more

volunteers to help keep this

establishment running!  If you’re

interested in offering your time ,

please contact us at (902) 678-6237

and ask to speak to Kaleigh, or email us

at events@kingscountymuseum.ca

D o n a t e  o r  s i g n  u p  f o r
m e m b e r s h i p s  a t

w w w . k i n g s c o u n t y m u s e u m . c a

Message from Our President

HOW TO SUPPORT
US FINANCIALLY!

Did you know you can send us donations
through etransfer to

info@kingscountymuseum.ca? Or donate
through the portal on our website

kingscountymuseum.ca

Consider becoming a member! 
Individual Membership $20/year

Family Membership $25/year

As a paid member you will receive at least
three newsletters per year, entrance to our

Community and Family History Research
Centre at no charge (non members are

charged $5.00 per day) and photocopying
at $.25 per page We also will keep you up to

date on our events and as a member you
will receive a special membership discount

to our events

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
   As the museum prepares to open for another season, we remain hopeful
for a strong and enthusiastic turnout from visitors. At the same time, we are
mindful of the recent budget cuts introduced by the current government,
which will affect museums across the province. As a result, public donations
and fundraising will be more important than ever in helping to ensure that
the museum can continue operating and serving our community.

As you consider your charitable giving this year, we kindly ask that you
remember the Kings County Museum. When history is forgotten, we lose our
connection to the past. Without that foundation, it becomes more difficult
to learn from the experiences that have shaped us. As a long time supporter
of local history, I hope our readers will continue to value and preserve the
stories that brought us to where we are today— both the challenging
moments and the many achievements worth celebrating.

I hope this year brings many positive and wonderful experiences to us all.
While the world can sometimes feel uncertain, life continues, and so does
the important work of preserving our heritage.

~ Pauline Jacobs
Kings Historical Society President

mailto:events@kingscountymuseum.ca


Community  History

Clairmont Park - Auburn

Designated a Nova Scotia Provincial Park in 1972 &
located on Highway #1 near Kingston, Clairmont

Park is a pretty little spot with beautiful pine trees,
picnic tables & trails through the woods. There is
little trace left there, though, of what was on that

site more than 230 years ago. Clairmont, or
Clermont as it was then known, was the home of
Bishop Charles Inglis, part of a grant from King
George III of 967 acres that stretched from the
Annapolis Valley floor to the North Mountain.

Born in Ireland, Inglis emigrated to the American
Colonies as a young man, became a cleric of the

Church of England, and eventually served in Trinity
Church in New York City. It was as cleric of Trinity

Church that Inglis found himself directly in the
centre of conflict as the American Revolution broke

out. Many in New York were unsure of this new
“experiment” of independence & considered

themselves still loyal to England & King George, but
few put themselves at direct odds with then
General George Washington in quite the way

Charles Inglis did.

Documents held at the Anglican Archdiocese
Archives in Halifax record that in 1776, Washington

was in New York City & made it known he planned to
attend service at Trinity Church. He insisted that all

“violent prayers” for King George be omitted.
Reverend Inglis refused to do so as he felt

Washington had no authority over the Church of
England.

After this he [Inglis] was threatened and called a
Tory and a traitor in the streets, & one Sunday,

according to his own account... ‘a company of 100
armed rebels marched into the Church with drum

beating and fifes playing, their guns loaded and
bayonets fixed, as if going to battle. The

congregation was thrown into the utmost terror and
several women fainted, expecting a massacre was

intended. I took no notice of them, and went on with
the service, only exerted my voice, which was in

some measure drowned by noise and tumult. The
rebels stood thus in the aisle for near 15 minutes, till,

being asked into the pews by the sexton, they
complied. Still however the people expected that

when the collects for the King and Royal Family were
read I should be fired at, as menaces to that

purpose had been frequently flung out. The matters
passed over without any accident.’



Community History

This Month in History

Shortly after this incident the church was closed &
Trinity was destroyed in the Great Fire of New York in
1776. Inglis headed to England for a few years & was

appointed the first Bishop of Nova Scotia,
Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, old Quebec &

Bermuda.

As mentioned above, Bishop Inglis received a land
grant for 967 acres along the Old Post Road

(Highway #1) in 1790, began building in 1792 and
finally settled into the estate, then called Clermont,
in 1796. St Mary’s Anglican Church in Auburn, only a
few kilometers away, is the oldest Anglican church

in Nova Scotia, completed and consecrated by
Bishop Inglis in 1790.

Bishop Inglis wrote Bishop White in June 1795 ‘The
bleak air of Halifax, standing on the margin of the
Ocean, disagreed with me much, and I was under

the necessity of trying what effect a change of
situation would produce. I removed to this place,

where I have purchased lands and built a house. The
situation is elevated and dry, the air is as clear as
any in America, and the roads for many miles all
around me as good as any turnpike in England….I
now feel better, thank God, than I have been any

summer for 20 years past.’

All that physically remains now of Clairmont is the old well, located just outside the park
boundaries on Clairmont Road; the “cross road” most likely. Standing there you can

almost see the ghost of an imprint of what once was. After the Bishop’s death, Clairmont
passed to his son John, himself the 3rd Bishop of Nova Scotia, & then to his grandson

Charles. The property was ultimately given to Kings College in Windsor, established in
1789 by Bishop Charles Inglis & the oldest university in Canada

April 1 , 1942  Gas rationing begins throughout the Maritimes to conserve gasoline for
the war effort

April 6, 1779  The charismatic New Light preacher Henry Alline is ordained at
Falmouth. His theology quickly spreads into an evangelical movement throughout
the Maritimes

April 15, 1861  Joseph Howe proposes to London the union of all the colonies of British
North America



Nautical Basket Workshop 
 April 25th  1:00 -4:00

(limited space - contact the
Museum for registration)

Watercolour Workshop
with Twila Robar DeCoste

23 May 10:00-2:00 $50 each
(limited space - contact the

Museum for registration)

Book talk on May 9th  @
2pm. Join renowned

photographer, author,
(Tales From Abandoned

Nova Scotia, This River was
Once a Road) adventurer

and historian, Steve Skafte,
as he shares heartfelt and
harrowing stories from his

latest book. Stories of
Annapolis Valley folks who

beat the odds to be
themselves

th

UpComing
Events!

Meet Our 2026 Staff!

Kate MacInnes Adams and Dawn Chiasson: Office Managers
Kaleigh Weickert: Curator

Your paragraph text

The Kings County Museum is preparing for an exciting new season of
exhibits, community engagement, and opportunities to get involved.

We’re pleased to be opening several new exhibitions this spring, each
exploring a unique aspect of our region’s past. Visitors can look
forward to a poignant new exhibit on poor farms in Kings County,
offering insight into a lesser known part of our social history. We will
also be showcasing a beautiful collection of historical wedding
dresses spanning from the early 1900s through the 1990s, highlighting
changing styles, traditions, and personal stories over the decades. In
addition, a new exhibit on the history of Dutch immigration in the
Valley will share the experiences and contributions of a community
that has helped shape the region in lasting ways.

To celebrate the season, we’ll also have a selection of Apple Blossom
Festival-related artifacts on display in our front hallway— perfect for
getting into the spirit of one of the Valley’s most beloved traditions! 
As always, our work is made possible by the support of our community,
and we are currently welcoming new volunteers in a variety of areas,
including research, collections, archival work, tour guiding, events,
and fundraising. If you’ve ever been interested in getting involved, we
would love to hear from you!

Kaleigh Weickert
Museum Curator
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